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Just because your star climber abandons doesn't mean you get in the broom wagon
too...

It was a beautiful day to ride! Which is always a good excuse for another shot of West Old LaHonda.
Kevin and I needed to get in some miles; it's less than two months before we head to France and tackle some nasty climbs. Would
have been nice to do a Santa Cruz run,

The "big curve" on Haskins
but school work for Kevin meant he had to get back at a reasonable hour, so we set out to do the loop I did April 21st (I think)- Over
Old LaHonda to Pescadero, Bean Hollow and south on Highway 1 to Gazos Creek, return to Pescadero via Gazos Creek and
Cloverdale. Food. Cokes. Mix more Cytomax.
Up to that point, things went reasonably well. Kevin was running into some pain issues from his kidney (isn't this getting to be pretty
stale news about now?) so he was just barely hanging onto my wheel as we rode into a stiff headwind, but kept it to himself until we
were just about ready to leave Pescadero, saying he wanted to pack it in, call home for someone to pick him up.
Fun. I talk him into heading to San Gregorio before calling for the broom wagon (in racing, the broom wagon "sweeps" the back of
the race, picking up racers who've abandoned), since it would be much easier for someone to come straight over 84 looking for us,
rather than have to figure out Stage Road etc. He makes it, painfully, we call from San Gregorio, then head east on 84 for the
intercept. I figured La Honda, and sure enough, just past La Honda, the broom wagon appears.
Waaaaay too soon for me to pack it in though! Can't even believe my wife asked the question. As if she doesn't know after 34 years?
Just 50-something miles by that point, none really hard, it was time for me to finally shake my legs loose, which I did, getting a new
personal best for upper section of 84 up to Skyline.
77 miles, "only" 6200ft of climbing, so it didn't even meet the definition of a "tough" ride (needs 1,000ft of climbing per 10 miles).
The original plan had been to head up Los Lobitos Cutoff and Tunitas, which would have been 1000ft more... still not enough!
Maybe next weekend...
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